
MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

OUR PEOPLE

District Five Family,

As we near the end of our 3rd week of the 2020-21 school year, I want to thank you for your support and

patience over these past few weeks.   Returning to school during a pandemic has certainly not been easy! 

 It has taken the monumental efforts of administrators, teachers, school nurses, support staff, custodians

and maintenance workers to get our campuses ready, and ensure the proper safety measures and

procedures are in place to protect students and staff.  

While the past three weeks have not been perfect, in the end, all the effort was worth it.  The school year

has gotten off to a great start, and it has been wonderful to see students back in our classrooms again!  

The question now is:  WHAT'S NEXT?

Over the past few weeks, we've received feedback from our parents and valuable input from our teachers

and staff regarding our return to school, the effectiveness of the safety protocols we have in place, and

how students are adjusting,  Overall, much of that feedback has been positive.  Our teachers are excited to

be back in the classroom, engaging with students and helping them learn.  Some feel comfortable with a

return to normal schedule, but many others prefer the district take a more gradual, cautious approach to

full face-to-face instruction.  

We believe wholeheartedly that face-to-face instruction is what's best for students, and we've
selected a plan that gets us near that goal, in a safe and responsible manner.

After considering the prediction of an increase in COVID-19 cases due to the Labor Day holiday, DHEC data

on cases in our community, guidance from medical experts, and input from our staff and families, we have

decided to gradually transition to a full face-to-face model, five days a week, beginning with September
28.  This transition to the "family model" will start with our youngest learners.  On September 28, our 4K,

K5, and 1st grade students, will begin attending school five days a week.  On October 5, our 2nd, 3rd and

4th grade students will join them on campus, attending school five days a week.

All intermediate, middle and high school students in District Five will continue on our hybrid schedule,

with one MAJOR CHANGE.  Beginning Friday, September 25,  hybrid Groups A & B will alternate

attending school in person on Fridays.  On Friday, September 25, students in Group A will attend school

in person.  On Friday, October 2, students in Group B will attend.  This alternating schedule will continue

for the foreseeable future, and give the District time to address class size and social distancing concerns at

the intermediate, middle and high school level, while still giving those students additional in-person

instruction time. 

This schedule only applies to students enrolled in our face-to-face model, and does not impact students in

the Spartanburg Five Virtual Academy.

For now, these plans are TENTATIVE, but unless there is a significant increase in COVID-19 spread in our

community, or in our schools, District Five will follow this timeline.  We will continue to monitor our safety

protocols in our schools, and make changes as necessary. Thank you again for your continued support and

understanding as we work to do what's safest and best for our students and staff.

Sincerely,

Randall R. Gary Ed.D.

Superintendent


